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DRPART TE ARLY
HEADOUARTERS, 2D SCUADRO™ 5TH CAVALRY
APO San Francisco 96383

AVDE-CT : § June 1949

- MEMNORAWDUM FOR: Commanding Ofricer

3d Brigade 10lst Abn Div
(hiwmobile)

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to describe the events of 9 Junt 69 in the
AO of the 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry.

2. The sequence of events, based on the 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry TOC log, is
at Tab A. In retrospect it apvears that the eneny attack at 0740 hours was .
designed to draw reaction forces from Bastegne to the east to facilitate the main
attack west of Bastogne (vic YDEO30B0), However, a C Troop Platoon remained ab
Bastogne during the contact at 0740 hours and was thus available for commitment
wost of Bastogneé. An A Treop Platoon bringing an infantry 'atcon te the inttekl
contact area was at Bastogne when the second attack commenced at 145 hovrs. This
element, aleng with a tank platoon from C Co 2/34 Armer, wes available for ime -
mediate commitment. The mortar attack on Bastogne was probably intended to held
reaction forces at Bastegne, tut never played any rols in the action because of
the pramnt countermortar fire executed on and south of hill 342 (vie YD63LOTEY
The reacticn forces to the attack were thus three cavalry platoons, e infantry .
platoon and one tank ~latcen. 4 high volume of suppressive fire wes laid down ’
on both sides of the road vicinity of the attack site and Air Cav, ARA, TAC Mr
and Artillery was used to suprert the infantry sweep, The results of the centacts
are shown below:

10 WVA XIA (BC) . 3 US K14 (E¥, 27th Eng)
(1) 12.7 24 weapon 16 US WIA (lightly wounded)
5 K-47's (4)5 ton trucks destroyed
10 RPG rovnds

1l ¥ap, 1 letter, 2 photos
Miscellanecus other equinment detailed
at TAB B

3. Security aleng route 547 is provided by: (1) convey escort by tracked vehicles;
(2) prepositicning tracked vehicles in overwatching positions which are changed
hourly; (3) visual reconnaissance by Air Cav elements and ; (4) personal LOH
reconnaissance, I believe this appreach is fundamentally sound., ¥ further
telieve the reaction ferees reacted pramtly and viclently t{o the siwuaidon. The
#rea Yor dmprovement Wes In effecting coordinaticn with the engineer elements

%0 ingure that the optimm distribution ef sgcurity is made and to insipe thal

_engineers follow rudimentary security procedures. It has been SCP for all

convoys, regardless of size, to be escorted along rte 547 by a minimum of two
tracked vehicles { TAB C), However, establishing MP checkpoints and close
liaison with the engineer elements has proven insufficient. The thres engineer
5 ton trucks that were attacked were moving east from Cannon to Bastorme to pick.
up read building materials, These vehicles were unescorted and were moving
without the knowledge of the unit charged with security along route 547. - The -
ammunition resuprly eenvoy that was ordered to remain at Bastegne for cavalry
security moved out with its own and M searity cnlr. The last truck in thet |
convoy we.s-hit-by an RPG. Twe.pf the three engineer KIA's ypre sitting on = .
culvert without weavons,steel helmets, or $iak dackets when they Were struck by R2G'=
None of the engineers in the 5 ton trucks had Steel helmets or f1a¥ Jackets and -
mest of their wounds were from RPC fragments. It is recognized *that no securiiy
system, shert of utilizing prohibitively large infantry ferces near route 547,

can prevent the enemy frev initiating these attacks. At any one time there are
some 30 dump trucks, numerous graders, 2 lcaders and a dozen work sites in
progress alcng the road, ity for each vehicle would slew the engineer effort .
unacceptably, However, Bhe presence of tracked vehicle security along the rouvte,
will have scme deterrént effect and in those instances where the enexy chocses

to attack vericles with cavalry escort, he will he fought and fixed until ade
diticnal assets can be committed. The GO, 27th lngineer Battalicn has sgraed to my
Trocp Comranders physically restrainine enrineers from depaBSiWENGRKIRETLIHIE Gs Y
they have weanons, amnuniticn, steel helmets and flak 5ackeRITERYAL S R84 ¢
minimize losses durine the initial minutes when security elBebPndSTEE eapr
to an enemy contact. DOR DI 520
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@QL"B‘I(}E O EVEUTS COMCERTING ENEMY ACTIVITY O 09 JUNE 1966

i,

0740 1¢/3-5 (-} returning to Pastogne from minesween to east had

two RPG's fired at vehicles (18 and 12) by wmknown size enemy. Negative hits.

A Pink Team wis recuested by $3 Air, 3/5 Cav. Fink Team came on staticn at 0750H,
1C/3-5 vut suppressive fire into area {¥D637096).

0835 Trp € 3/5 (~) enrcute to area of contact. C/3-5 (-) is
preparing to put dismeunts into area.

0840 Fresh footprints found on trail YD635105. 3A/2-327 is being
roved to area of contact by 24/3-5,

0923 1¢/3-5 on grond sweeping area vic YD623100.

0945 1¢/3-5 spotted 2 enemy on grovnd., Enemy had been killed by

90mm and Cal .50. Resrlts 2 KIA (5' 4%, 120 1bs, were wearing brown shorts and
shirts, age 20-21 yrs). 2 AK-47, 7 full & mag, 5 RPG 7 rockets { 2 fired, 3
new), webgear,

0948 1¢/3-5 spotted two more enemy and fivshed them toward 20/3~5
who was located on the road. :
1105 24/3-5 instructed by § to drop 34/2-327 at Bastogne and then'
secure ccnvoy. .
1110 S3 instructed 21/3-5 to take 34/2-327 to contact site and then
return to Bastcgne to secure convey. L
1145 Three Engineer 5 ton trucks moving east almg 547 were attacked:
by an estimated enemy plt. '
1150 24/3-5 fron Bastome reacting to the attack.

1159 53 3/5 Cav reports IOH shot down. No casualties.

1200 C 2/34 instructed to react from LZ Ann with a plt of tanks.
21 ¢ Trp C instructed to mount up 34/2-327 and move them to sscond
area of contact.

1255 C 2/34 has 3 tanks at contact site and 2 mere on the way.

155 TAC Air reguested for grid YD6OOOEE.

1300 FCL established on road. (Arty to south and A%4/Tac Air to
North).

1306 P charges G 2/34 and 24/3-5 with responsibility for escorting
convoy to LZ Ann then to Hagze,

1325 TAC Air on station and utilized vic YDAOOOSS.

1331 Trp C reports 10 rds 82mm inceming on Bastogne. One man lightly

wounded (No medevac.) Counter mortar fired by mortars at Bastogne and artillery
fran Elage.

445 ' Convey closes Blaze.

1510 34/2-327 (grid YD597094) receiving S/A fire from NW, three
personnel weunded (No medevac). 3A/2-327 close centact ares 2 NV4 KIA, Found
NVA wallet w/pictures and NMVA money on bodies.

1516 Tro C found one NVA XIA and one PW wourded (YD6O70E0), 1 AK-47,
(1530H Py died). Results 2 NVA KIA.

1531 (1433H) € Co 2/34 Armor remorts one tank slid off road YD57505¢.
Two injured EM medevaced,

- 1540 Tro C frund 2 more NVA KIA (YDEOT080).  DOWMWERADED AT 3 YR

— _ INTERVALS DECLASSIVw
- S@NEREA Ry, 1 L1707 2
AB A ; * DOD DIR  5200.10



164$ S3 §/3 Cav reparts total NVA KIA (BC) 8 vic second contact

ares.

1715  1st L7 for B/2-501

1811 B/2-501 LZ camplete

1908 €0 3/5 Cav reports PZ and LZ times of Bf7«502 are 1904 and 1507
resvectively.

1547 CC 3/5 Cav reports insertion of D/3~187 campleted.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YE
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ITEIS CAPTURID BY TROCP C VIC YDAO3CE0

(1) 2.7 ar ¥ #101663 RP L

3 AK-47 #1963 3440, 51057, 5001572
7 RPG rounds

1 BPG lavncher 808970

11 *X~47 marazines 7 full, L empty

3 pr Ho Chi Minh Sandals

7 Chican grenades

L RPG -~ 7 boosters

3 baxes MG gmo 1 full, 1 half full, 1 empty
2 back packs (basket type)

4 hammocks

4 plastic ponchos

6 pr trousers (OD)

3 handkerchiefs

3 plastic packs

3 bags rice approx & lbs total (unccoked)
2 tags salt

(2) 1st aid kits

7 towels

rice bowls

powdered idilk canuwsed for cocking
embroidered handkerchief

letter dated 15 Jan 1969

sheets writing paper

photos

fountain pen

rencil

srall plastic bags

canb in shape of plane

YVA 10 P bills

NVA 5 P bild

1NVAa 2 P bild

1NVA 1P pill

6 hand - written decuments

1 NVA postage stamp

1 cocking pot

L shirts (OD)

1 »r OD socks

2 NVA pith helmets

3 rr shorts

1 pr gloves

3 plastic belts

2 pieces cof parachute 0D

3 MVA canteens

17TVA pistol belt with grenade peovches and harness
4 tooth brushes

3 bags cooked rice (1 1b each)

1 ruptured cartridge extracter, hammer and cleaning rod in tool rotl
1 spoon
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FIWTEGT:  LOI, Fire Pase =and Convor Rmwcedures

TC:  See Pistritutien

1. Tre followine nrocedures will he adhered to bv tenant ynits at FR ™ atorme, 17

‘n, FR Hlage, FR Cannon, or units passing thrwuoh the ares 0f oneraticns of the
3d Smadren, bth Gavalrv:

a. Convar:

(1) M1 convers orisinatine frem ontside the area of rreratirng will ve..
nert oo the M1itarr Talice control point st Prmingharm oiving the numker of vehina:-
b froe, ST time, destinstion apd anwe other infarmation relewvsnt to conver gacuri
Tf contact is net made with M personnel at Pirmineham, convov elerments wil] hal4
2t Fasteeme snd coerdinate with the GO, C Tramm, 34 Semadren, S5th Cayalper,

(2) e control of convaw movement, (rate of meveh, jnterval, ete) g tha
resrousitilit 0 the senior man tagved to secure that cenvoer.

) T™e 124 Sruadran, 5tk Gawalwr will directle onrrdinate al1l grnvas meves
ments with S3, 27th Uneineetr Battalion +o insure rosd grnditfong snfd mo2ad cenal-

0 - ..\\
ruction sre dulv crnsidered. ’

(L) The conver secu-itr element will keen a radio on the command fremyency
of the 3d Svusdren, Sth Cavalwy,

(5) Crossine of check roints w1l he renorted tn the 38 fmisdron, Sth R
Tactieal Onerations Center,

(6) If = ve)'wic]e hresks down almmg  the mute of march the fr1lowine actirng
will be taken:

- A r,0f sacurit hicl 111 vemain with the dewned vericdle
1) 1 15londs 3 Qi RG] &7 YoMt clon w1 renain wth ho dencr v

(F) # renort @iving lrentiom of the dawned vehicle, reason "o the
delaw and estimated tire when the vehicle will he rowin~ will he rendere’ to thn
3d Srurdron, 5th Cavslre TOC, Tadin contact with +re "0 wil) e maintained and
hourlsy STTHTNR at a4 ruarter to the henr will he made untd) the vehigla cloges,

(cY M1 srmnd A snewnted securitw v411 he nlnced ~ut to n distance
of 50 meters ®rom the downed vehicle,

(7) Persemnel «111 ride wdth wearems at the readw at a1l timag,

(8) In the-evert of enemv cantachy

(=) 11 versornel will drmedistelw return fivrg and comtimia 4o march,

(b) If tre road ds inprgsakle, nersmnel in the. soft vehicleg will
A3 emovnt and fieht, ' :

(c) Trmediatelr a rerort will be svhmitted +a the 2d Smadran, Sth
Cavalry TOC, Tenctien forces cannct he committed nnless the TON lmews thaw ara
neered,

he Wirming and hathine reendaticns in nearhv streama:s

(l) Morine 0F00 - 1900 bours anlv,

“

(’7) Tnder watch of a minirum o two srred vpavds In nrcacritel sroe omite
(2) Menswirmers w1l pot nartscinate,

() ™ddw gvstem wi1) he used,




% 1

2, Terimeter Securite:
s, "1 newlw arrived units will e trsked to mull +heir morbion of ths
security Jaad,

k T™e sector cormander of the ancter 4n which nersonnal “rem new tanant unt

ave rosted wills:

(1) Wal» the secto~ with the commander 0f the new ynit, clasyle
felineatine gsectoma of Tire, ameag 0f vesreneihilitr snd rodntna oy Jikelsr
avenresg 0 antweach,

(2) Tstahligh Jand Jine and madin gwmmmications i th the new it

(?) Trovide the cemmander af the new mit with a detniled sretch n” +ha
nerimeter,

(L) - Rrie® the new commander an emeroency nvratechiic givmals, reaction
farce drills, sarrer tactics. )

C. "esomsihilitr for manmine o Mmker ineludes rasnonsihility “ar hyrbar im
provement, esneciallw fields of “ire, and hunker nels ce,

L, Yewdvw arrived vnits wild immediatelw nlan and execute for ﬁntergnl defense,
Prioritr 1dll bhe to ermstruct f£i ohtine rositiong near wheve mersonne? slean, (Ra:
attnched stardine arder nremaraticn of fighting nositicrng),

ey .
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THOMAS 7, QAR 7T T
ITC, *wmorp
Cormanding



